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Explore the countryside of Kaja Marik. Start at
Mnisek pod Brdy Chateau. The exposition will
take you to the era of the First Republic. Chil-
dren will enjoy a tour guided by Queen Elsa.
Above the chateau, the Baroque Skalka area
sits atop a hill with a hermitage, a church and
a monastery. Check out the underground at
the former Skalka mine. Fans of the “Yellow
Circus” by traveller Dan Priban must visit the
Trabant Museum in Nova Ves pod Plesi. The
village green in Kytin, with a family-owned
brewery, looks as if painted by Josef Lada. Fin-
ish your trip with a walk to the Kytin game-
keeper'’s lodge that inspired Marie Cerny, alias
Felix Haj, the author of Kaja Marik.

Dobris Chateau is open year-round, and
all cinema fans love it. Explore the chateau
chambers, as well as the French garden and
English park. The Colloredo-Mannsfeld fa-
mily tomb is in the Church of the Elevation
of the Holy Cross. Bring back some nostalgic
memories in the Toy Museum. Do not miss
the Jewish landmarks in Dobfis. Visit near-
by Stard Hut where you will find an Empire-
-style house with Karel Capek’s Memorial at
Strz pond. Follow the trail through the coun-
tryside. Use Dobfis as a starting point for
a hike to the Studeny vrch lookout tower
and the unfinished water reservoir at Chu-
mava, hidden in the forest.

The landmarks of the royal mining town of
Pribram will take you up and down the hills.
Climb up the covered staircase to Holy Mountain,
an important central European Marian pil-
grimage site, or descend into one of the shafts
of the Pfibram Mining Museum, where you
can ride a train and learn about the miners’
folklore. Get some fresh energy at the Novy
rybnik resort before another trip. Art and
photography lovers must visit the Gallery of
Frantisek Drtikol, a famous photographer.
Broaden your knowledge of untamed na-
ture near Brdy in the House Natura. The trail
through the Litavka forest park will take you
to the Bohutin Regional Museum, with views
of the countryside from an old mining tower.

The youngest protected landscape area in the
country, called the green lungs of Bohemia, re-
sembles Scottish moors and a deserted coun-
tryside thanks to being a military domain. The
dense network of abandoned roads and forest
vegetation make Brdy a cyclists’ paradise. The
scenic viewpoints and remains of the mil-
itary past make Brdy an interesting place to
visit. Climb up Tok, the highest peak in Cen-
tral Bohemia, explore the Jordan bunkers,
or follow one of the educational trails such as
Kloboucek. You can also visit the Padrtské
ponds, the viewpoint at Jindfichova rock, or
the peaks of Praha, Plesivec and Tremsin.
Walk to Fabian’s bed, a rock formation named
after the guardian of Brdy.

The scenic town in the foothills of Brdy has
many interesting landmarks. Walk through
the alleys of the historical centre, as well as the
avenue of Queen Joan, who was born there.
The Podbrdsko Museum offers interesting
expositions. Also visit the Nailsmith Muse-
um in Stary Rozmital. When strolling through
the countryside, visit the Voltuse cairn, hon-
ouring the tragic death of composer Jakub
Jan Ryba. Listen to the unique organ in the
Church of the Elevation of the Holy Cross,
where Ryba played his Czech Christmas Mass.
Use Rozmital as a starting point for exploring
Brdy. The red tourist trail will take you to the
top of Tremsin with remains of a medieval
castle, a chapel and a partisan bunker.

Go to the south of Central Bohemia for ro-

mantic stories. Visit the Renaissance chateau
with the LokSany library, one of the oldest li-
braries in the country. Just across the Skalice
River is the Jewish quarter, where you can vi-
sit a synagogue. The Municipal Museum and
the Gallery of Ludvik Kuba, an important
Czech author and artist, are both in the for-
mer Jesuit College. Enjoy some Breznice beer
in the Herold Brewery near the chateau. Take
an easy stroll to nearby Dobra Voda, where you
can find the Chapel of St Mary Magdalene
by Carl Lurago above a curative spring, or the
Hrochtlv Hradek fortress ruins. Discover the
preserved vernacular houses in a Drahenice
district called Racany.

There are two chateaux in Hofovice that you

should not miss. Check out the exposition on
the Horovice region in the Old Chateau. Ex-
plore the Sun and Hercules gates in the New
Chateau. If you take a tour, you will see toys
that young aristocrats used to play with, or
the unique oval library. Then, walk to the Loreto
Chapel and the Church of the Holy Trinity. Continue
along the Neo-Romanesque cemetery wall to
the Drazovka Forest Park with a playground.
Combine your trip with a visit to the largest
Czech castle area, the royal castles of Zebrak
and Toénik, with a bear enclosure in the moat.
Or visit Zbiroh Chateau, where Alfons Mucha
created the famous Slav Epic.

The system of nine water reservoirs along
the Vlitava River offers adventure all year
round. In summer the banks of the reser-
voirs are ideal for active and leisure hol-
idays. The meandering river has created
many beautiful viewpoints and mysterious
corners in the rocky valley. Walk along the
oldest trail through St John’s Valley to one
of the oldest camping grounds, the “Lost
Hope", from 1919, or camp at the Slapy, Orlik
or Kamyk water reservoirs. Explore the in-
terior of the enormous concrete structure at
the Sté&chovice water reservoir. Experience
a catharsis along the trail to Makova hora
near Smolotely, following the marked trail
from the Orlik water reservoir.

You can learn about the life and work of fa-
mous composer Antonin Dvorak at the Neo-
-Renaissance chateau in Vysoka u Pribrameé.
Walk through the large park and discover the
Rusalka pond that inspired the composer. Vis-
it the nearby Jewish cemetery in Kamenna
and the only authentically preserved prison
for communist opponents, the Vojna Memo-
rial, over the hill in LeSetice. The granite mon-
ument by Slivice commemorates the last
battles of World War Il. Hike the peaks of Brdy
or walk to the Laz and Pilska water reservoirs
from nearby Laz.

A true treasure lays beneath the surface of
the royal town of Novy Knin. Visit the Museum
of Gold in the Mint building, where you can
discover the secrets of mining and processing
the precious metal. The Novy Knin and Its
Surroundings educational trail takes you
to former mining sites and the gold-bearing
Kocaba River. Test your skills at TEPfactor in
Chotilsko, an adrenaline game inspired by Fort
Boyard. Explore the central Vitava region from
the Drtina and Vesely vrch lookout towers.
Learn about life in the countryside in the
Baroque granary in Prostfedni Lhota. Chil-
dren will enjoy a walk through the Deer Zoo-
park in Homole with freely grazing domestic
and wild animals.
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