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MĚLNÍK
A town at the confluence of the Elbe and Vltava rivers, fa-
mous for its wine-making tradition since the medieval times, 
comes alive every autumn with the traditional wine harvest. 
However, you can taste the wines in the castle cellars and lo-
cal wineries all year round. The dominant feature is the cas-
tle with a view of the confluence and the surrounding vine-
yards. Water-based experiences include one-hour cruises on 
the Fidelio boat from the local dock or a full-day cruise on 
the historic Vltava or Vyšehrad steamboats by Pražská paro-
plavba, which will take you from Prague to Mělník and back.

MLÉKOJEDY AND LHOTA
Fancy some summer refreshment on the beach? You’ve come to 
the right place. Beach Park Mlékojedy is located at the level of Ne-
ratovice. The former sandpit has been transformed into a facility 
with a beach, bars, sports activities and evening concerts. And ab-
out halfway to Brandýs you can divert about 5 km inland from the 
Elbe to the Lhota Lake. The popular lido is enticing with its sandy 
beaches, clear water and pine forests providing pleasant shade. 
There are refreshments, sports facilities and a paddleboard rental.

KERSKO/OSTRÁ
Another important stop on the left bank of the Elbe is Ker-
sko, one of the places in the Pojizeří and Polabí region closely 
linked to world-renowned writer Bohumil Hrabal, whose work 
inspired the Oscar-winning film Closely Watched Trains (1966). 
You can start directly at the Kersko mooring and from there 
walk to the writer’s cottage hidden among the allotments. Vis-
it the famous gamekeeper’s lodge from The Snowdrop Festival 
and enjoy the legendary wild boar with rosehip sauce or cab-
bage (or both). Further downstream, the right bank along the 
Elbe Trail invites you to cool down in Ostrá Lake. The Botani-
cus Centre of Crafts and Herb Gardens, where medieval skills 
come alive and the scent of herbs fills the air, lies just nearby.

NYMBURK
One of the biggest attractions of Nymburk is the ring of preser-
ved medieval walls that surrounds the entire historic centre. Don’t 
miss out on a visit to the Gothic Church of St. Giles and the town 
museum. Nymburk and its brewery are inextricably linked with 
the writer Bohumil Hrabal and the beer from his most famous 
novel Cutting It Short. The Pod Hradbami park is a great place for 
walks, and the Rybárna bistro with its waterside seating is also 
a popular spot. For more culinary experiences, head to Zastávka 
Nymburk, and ice-cream lovers will appreciate the artisanal ice-
cream parlour Zmrzlinárna. In close proximity to the town, there 
is Sadská Lake, popular for swimming and summer recreation.

PODĚBRADY
‘Poděbrady is good for your heart’ –      the traditional slogan 
of the Poděbrady Spa from the 1920s has become a symbol 
of the whole town. The spa centre is famous for its mineral 
springs and colonnade with a flower clock. The Renaissance 
castle associated with King George of Poděbrady, comme-
morated by his statue in the square, is a sight that is impos-
sible to miss. A promenade lined with cafés and plane trees 
runs along the Elbe River and serves as a starting point for 
sightseeing boats. Lake Poděbrady, popular for swimming 
and sports activities, also entices visitors to enjoy water sports.

TÝNEC NAD LABEM
Týnec nad Labem is the first major town on the Elbe River in 
Central Bohemia and a popular stop for cyclists and day-trip-
pers who come here to enjoy peace and relax by the river. Ma-
rina Týnec rents canoes, rowing boats and paddleboards, and 
offers motor boat rides, fishing opportunities and pleasant 
waterside sitting. Children will enjoy the large playground and 
cyclists will appreciate the connection to the Elbe Cycle Route. 
You can stay at the local campsite. And if you continue downs-
tream by boat or bike, stop at the Maritime Museum in Veletov.
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KOLÍN
Those who visit Kolín will discover a town that combines the 
charm of historical monuments with the opportunity to re-
lax and have fun by the river. In the centre, St. Bartholomew’s 
Cathedral, is a striking sight, and parts of the town walls and 
a synagogue have also been preserved. Don’t miss the Kolín 
Regional Museum. On the outskirts of the town stands a for-
mer water tower converted into an observation tower with 
an exhibition dedicated to the history of the waterworks in-
dustry. The promised relaxation by the water can be expe-
rienced on the banks of Kmochův ostrov, where a suspension 
footbridge connects the public dock with the town centre.

ČELÁKOVICE
Čelákovice is famous for its traditional basket weaving, which is 
commemorated by a permanent exhibition in the Gothic fort-
ress that dominates the town. If you‘d like to become a captain, 
head to Ráj u vody – a houseboat rental company inspired by 
Western European marinas. You can rent a boat without having 
a captain’s licence here and go on your own adventure on the 
Elbe. On the right bank near the town border is the Káraný moo-
ring point, and on the left is the former Mezi mosty sandpit, now 
popular with fishermen. And those who fancy a good meal will 
appreciate a trip to the centre and the U Bohuslavů Restaurant.

BRANDÝS NAD LABEM
The Renaissance castle in Brandýs nad Labem rises above the river 
banks, and, in addition to classic tours, also attracts visitors with 
an unusual escape game. Below it, the Elbe comes to life on the 
artificial slalom course of the local kayak club. The site also inclu-
des the first artificial wave for river surfing in the Czech Republic. 
On the opposite bank, you can visit the pilgrimage site of Stará 
Boleslav, associated with St. Wenceslas. Lovers of water and adre-
naline activities head to the Proboštská Lakes, where Wakeport, 
water sports and a sunny terrace with refreshments await them.

THE ELBE
The Elbe, one of the largest rivers and 
waterways in Europe, is a paradise for 
water and cycling enthusiasts in Central 
Bohemia. The wide and calm river offers 
ideal conditions for sightseeing boat 
trips around Poděbrady or Mělník, or for 
unrestrained multi-day cruises on cabin 
boats, while the flooded sandpits invite 
you to take a refreshing dip and have 
fun. The most popular locations include 
Lhota Lake with its famous beaches and 
clear water, Mlékojedy with its opportu-
nities for relaxing swimming and pedal 
boating, or Ostrá Lake connected with 
the Botanicus complex. The Proboštská 
lakes near Brandýs nad Labem beckon 
you to the largest wakeboarding area 
in our country and other attractions. In 
Mělník, you can also see the confluence 
with the Vltava River and an area with 
a long tradition of wine-making. Along 
the entire length of the river runs the 
Elbe Cycle Route, thanks to which you 
can enjoy a great cycling holiday.
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VLTAVA
The South Bohemian part of the Vltava is 
known to every paddler – a lively river full 
of camping sites, water bars and fun. On its 
way from south to north, however, it gains 
strength and its appearance changes dra-
matically: The riverbed widens, the current 
calms down and the river is tamed by the 
large dams of the Vltava cascade. Thanks 
to them, it is an ideal place for cruises, 
steamboats and recreation today. Slapy 
is a symbol of summer holidays by the 
water, while Štěchovice is reminiscent of 
the famous St. John’s rapids and attracts 
visitors to take walks in the surrounding 
countryside. Boat transport from Prague 
goes as far as the Slapy Dam, and in the 
north the current takes travellers to Měl-
ník, where the Vltava flows into the Elbe.

Obytné lodě
www.obytne-lode.cz 

Kuhnle Tours
www.kuhnle-tours.de 

Davle Marina
www.davlemarina.cz  

Proud Marine
www.proudmarinaslapy.cz  

Půjčovna plachetnic Sporteli
www.sporteli.cz 

Půjčovna Slapy
www.pujcovna-slapy.cz  

Charteg boats
www.charteg.cz  

Napalubu.eu
www.napalubu.eu 

BWS Yacht
www.zvednikotvu.cz

Marina Orlík
www.marinaorlik.cz 
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VRAŇANY/ZELČÍN
There’s a signpost at Vraňany, a strawberry-scented landscape! 
Let the current carry you along the original bed of the Vltava River 
to its confluence with the Elbe near Mělník, or follow the route of 
the Vraňansko-hořínský Navigation Canal. The cruise gains char-
acter thanks to the historic Hořín lock, a technical monument 
from the early 20th century. The nearby Zelčín Zoopark is a very 
popular destination for families with children. It is the largest pet-
ting zoo in the Czech Republic, featuring a playground and a 
snack bar, as well as the option to rent a raft and set off down the 
old river towards Mělník. At the end, you will be rewarded with a 
beautiful view of the castle and vineyards above the confluence!

VRANÉ NAD VLTAVOU DAM
Vrané nad Vltavou is the last dam of the Vltava Cascade and 
the last stop before Prague. The landscape of the confluence 
of two important rivers, Vltava and Sázava, creates a distinc-
tive landmark of the entire river course. There are bike paths 
and footpaths along both rivers that meet in Davle and con-
tinue from there to Prague, Brdy, Jílové and in other directions. 
One of the places of interest is the island of St. Kilian with the 
remains of the first Benedictine monastery in Bohemia. Today, 
it is a protected archaeological site accessible only by boat.

ROZTOKY U PRAHY
Roztoky, home to the Central Bohemian Museum located within 
the castle grounds, lies just a few minutes from Prague. Regular 
exhibitions and cultural events are held here, including the Arche-
vita – Through the Traces of the Ages multimedia exhibition. On the 
right bank there is the Vltavská cycle path with a number of small 
refreshment options. Whether you are a cyclist or a visitor of the 
museum, you will appreciate the regular ferry service in Klecánky 
to explore the other bank. If you take a cruise along the river, 
you will be impressed by the dramatic rocks framing its course.

KAMÝK NAD VLTAVOU
The calmer part of the Vltava River between Orlík and Slapy fea-
tures the Kamýk Reservoir. It is characterised by a peaceful valley 
surrounded by forests with hiking trails meandering along both 
the left and right banks. The most interesting sights include the 
viewpoint at the Solenická podkova horseshoe bend, from where 
you can see the meander of the river and Vrškamýk Castle ruins. 
The remains of the 13th century Přemyslid settlement are com-
plemented by a new observation tower, which offers a nice view 
of the river and the surrounding hills. The Kamýk nad Vltavou – 
a journey into the Middle Ages nature trail will take you to the sight.

MĚLNÍK
Mělník is a town of wine and the confluence of two of the largest 
Czech rivers. The castle is the dominant feature, with tours of the 
chambers and wine tastings in the historic cellars. The wine tra-
dition is also explored by the Mělník Regional Museum with exhi-
bitions on the history of the town, wine-making and the Mělník 
underground. The Church of St. Peter and Paul is located in close 
proximity, offering views of the confluence and vineyards. The 
view can be complemented from the water surface on the Fide-
lio sightseeing boat, which navigates the waters below the castle.

NELAHOZEVES/VELTRUSY
There are recreational boats moored on the banks of the Vltava 
River in Marina Vltava with the Renaissance castle of the House 
of Lobkowicz rising above them. Just a few steps away from the 
dock is the birthplace of Antonín Dvořák with a fascinating exhi-
bition dedicated to the composer’s life and work. Dvořák’s legacy 
is also commemorated by a trail along the river and a monument 
near his birth house. You can explore the other bank by taking 
a ferry that departs directly from the marina, shortening your 
walk to Veltrusy Château or the Kralupy summer swimming pool.

SLAPY DAM
The Slapy Dam is one of the most famous recreational areas in the 
Czech Republic. The extensive body of water between wooded 
slopes is ideal for swimming, recreational boating and other water 
sports. There are dozens of beaches and campsites on the shores, 
the biggest centre is Nová Živohošt‘, while Nová Rabyně and Ždáň 
are also popular. The dam itself is also an interesting destination, 
measuring around 60 metres and dominating the whole valley.

ŠTĚCHOVICE DAM
Below Slapy lies the smaller Štěchovice dam, which flooded 
the famous St. John’s rapids and changed the character of the 
whole valley. Today, Štěchovice is a popular stop for cruise boats 
and a starting point for hiking trails along the Vltava River. In 
the area below Mravenčí skála you will find the Ztracenka sett-
lement, one of the legendary cradles of Czech tramping, which 
still commemorates the tradition of settlements by the river.

ORLÍK DAM
Long inlets between forests, sandy beaches and sailboats crui-
sing across the water – this is what summer looks like in the 
northern part of Orlík. The wind here is ideal for yachting, and you 
can rent boats from local companies here and spend the night on 
board. On shore there are the Bor, Popelíky and Trhovky campsi-
tes with beaches and facilities for families. For great views, head 
to the Milada observation tower or just to the dam itself, which, 
with over 90 metres height, is one of the tallest in the country.
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